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COUNTY EDUCATION OFFICE 
SHIRT HALL 
GLOUCESTER 

24th January 1937 


Dear Hiss Parish, 

I do not think that the memorandum enclosed irith your 
letter of the 21st really neats the occasion. 

It almost suggests that sound teaching can be better ftlven 
and Isa Mason 1 s principles more thoroughly grasped by people 
of relatively imperfect education than by 'rraduates of the 
highest standing* That is fundamentally unbound position which 
we cannot even appear to maintain in the face of the world; If 
we do vre must be content to carry on our ork in a small and 
©bscure comer of it. 

Surely the whole purpose of giving such a training as lire. 
Franklin and I have in mini is to create the right attitude of 
mind in the graduate, whethror specialist or not. It is certain 
that we mat recruit them in large numbers before Ion , and it 
would be a sorry thing if we had to admit at the outset that 
we cannot do it because "they are all specialists an"* treat 
their work from the point of view of the subject rather than 
from that of the children" ; or that we cannot do it without 
sending them to the House of Education which ha a so far shewn 
great reluctance to admit them - and probably rightly on the 
gro md that they will not- cannot- fit into the met: ads and 
discipline of the place; and which could not possibly admit 
the numbers horn we shall hnbd to equip to use the methods. 

The principle of the resolution must be adopted if we are to 
rla? to what the occasion demands of us: the detail® of the 
scheme which shall give effect to it can be worked out later; but 
the a Mission of two or six or nine gradates to the House of 
Education will not provide what is required# 

Yours sincerely. 


(signed) H.W. Household 


Else Pari ail 
House of Education 
Amble side, 

Westmoreland 

P.S* I am forward in the memorandum to Era# 
Franklin with a copy of this letter. 



1 / Parents" Review. 

j°Pfl**£niiinloiv SouwBBt, Lomion iC6«f*f4 *M t U<&tdn rtmt?) , ^Hcb 3 d, Monthly, 

dshxsz - p - n “ ni °n' L - dM ' 


Sent to Training Colleges ( elementary) 
and For Secondary Teachers on pp. 319 , 
320 of Whitaker. 


I venture to write to you in the belief that ^the^ work 
of the Parents 1 National Educational Union, founded by Miss 
Charlotte Mason, is known to you, and that the increasing 
part which Miss Mason* s philosophy and methods of teaching 
are playing in the educational system of our country nave 
come under your observation. 

The Parents 1 Union School curriculum, originally ^ n ~\ 
tended for the home schoolroom, has found its way from f-ere 
to private, preparatory and secondary schools, and, during 
the last ten" years, to an increasing number of puclic 
elementary schools, some four hundred of which are now be mg 
taught by these methods, using the prescribed books , ana 
following the programmes of work devised by the Director or 
the parents* Union School at Arable side „ 

It is important, therefore that young teachers 
should be able to study Miss Mason's principles of 
education and obtain practice in her methods of teaching 
during their period of training. Moreover, at the^ 
Headmasters 1 Conference held last December in Brighton, ^ 

Dr. Lyttelton introduced a discussion on Charlotte Mason 8 
methods, and, following a resolution proposed by 
me and seconded by Dr. Norwood, Headmaster of Harrow, 
a sub-committee was formed to discuss the whole question. 

In consequence of this, we foresee a larger demand for 
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teachers qualified to teach on these lines. The Training 
College of our Union, founded by Charlotte Mason at Amble side, 
cannot meet the already existing demand for teachers for 
home schoolrooms , small classes and private schools; and it 
is probable that preparatory and possibly public schools may 
in the future adopt Miss Mason* s methods, and will therefore 
require teachers trained in them who are also graduates of a 
university. My Committee has, therefore, appointed a s. sub- 
committee to consider the best lines of meeting this demand. 

This sub-committee feels that very little can be done 
without the co-operation of the Training Departments of the 
British Universities, and would respectfully ash the Directors 
of the Training Departments to consider the possibility of 
introducing into their syllabuses the principal books of 
Charlotte Mason, and of including among the optional questions 
in their examination papers questions that bear upon them. 

This sub- commit tee would also ask that students studying for 
the diploma, who wish to qualify to use the Charlotte Mason 
methods, should be allowed to gain their practice in teaching 
in such schools as are recognised as efficient exponents of 
those methods, 

I hope you will be good enough to give this letter 
your earnest consideration and will aU'W representatives 
of the sub-committee to call upon you at a not too distant 
date to discuss the subject further. 

Yours truly, 


Chairman of the Executive of the p.MVE.U* and 
Headmaster of Westminster School, 


pamper e of Sub-0 omm it tee . 
toe Hev , H. uostley-White , D , D , 
hacly Cottesloe, Vice-Pres, 


i , - „ r . JN . Hi ■ U * 

_„io& unoe, Principal, P.N.E.U. 
S 5, ho °li Queen* s Gardens, W.2, 
Mrs, Franklin, Hon. Sec, 
, r , - *.U • , President , Jf .0 .W, 

- lB f ^ymla -rier, M.A. , Princir:- 
bady Margaret Hall, Oxford. 


Hr- Hickson, B.A- Co-principal, 
Gldfeld School , gwanage , 

Mr, H. W, Household, M, A. , Education 
Secretary for Gloucestershire t 
Miss Kitching, Director, Parents' 
Union School, 

Miss parish, principal. House of 
Education, Amble side. 

Dr. Telford Petrie, College of 
Technology , Manchester, 
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